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Standing, left to right: D. Zeh, D. Dayton, L. Champlin, R. Sloan, D. Whitmore, E.
Zona, R. Zeh. Seated: Mr. Pafunda, T. Augugliaro, R. Danforth, R. Havrish, H.

Peterson, J. Schineller, R. Herodes.
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PIANO RESTORATION Continued from pg.4

With very generous support for the rec
Foundation and a few o i
undertook to restore t
~oped a profound apprec
~“of the piano. After gr
sity, he enroéhewneadn N
~Street SchoollheneBdbasget d
of piano rebuilding, i
" boar d, ri bs, pin block
parts. He honed his ski
Festival in Lenox, MA,
wmer season working alo
cian from the Juilliar
s ummer , Brian was able
|l evel tuning and regul
Vander bilt University
l ery of Nashvill e, TN.
for SUNY Oneonta and He
Our Pompeian Parlor Grand piano was
together with replacement o f-ofhfa mimetrtsq n i
component s. Bt uaedt uthedrastiored piano,
the central figure in our holiday conc
that JHS plans to have with the piano
peian Parlor Grand will continue to br

A Tribute to Carol Bodnar

The Jefferson Historical Society honors Carol Bodnar with deep
gratitude and admiration for her extraordinary dedication, leadership, and
vision.

As a founding member of the Society, Carol has been continuous
involved since its very beginning
history, she served as Vice President, guiding our mission with steady co
mitment and unwavering enthusiasm. Even after stepping down from her
many responsibilities this past fall, her legacy remains firmly woven into t
fabric of our work.

Carol 6s impact has been both
she has served as our principal grant writer, achieving remarkable succeg
in securing funding for the Soci
support for our Music & More Series, which has brought concerts, speak-
ers, and community activities to Jefferson year after year. In addition to w|
ing grants. Carol led the programming efforts, booking performers, organiz-
ing schedules, and coordinating events while also managing most of the publicity that helped these programs thrive.

Her exceptional fundraising skills made possible major improvements to the Maple Museum, including foundation
work, exterior restoration, complete repainting, and other projects. Through her leadership, she also secured funding fier cri
cal projects at Judd Hall and spearheaded the rapid fundraising effort that enabled the Society to purchase the buildingnwith
an extremely short timeframe.

Carol 8s commitment to preservation extended beyond i nd
a consultant to do the research and application process t|
Historical Places. This achievement provided lasting benefits to residents and business owners by offering financial inesntiv
to maintain and protect the townds historic structures.

Al ways thinking creatively about community engagement,
was held for several years at the Maple Museum and on the Town Green. She organized vendors, secured funding, and man-
aged the logistics, creating a vibrant gathering place that brought people together and strengthened local connections.

Through her tireless work, strategic vision, and generous spirit, Carol Bodnar has shaped the Jefferson Historical So-
ciety in enduring ways. Her leadership preserved our history, enriched our cultural life, and strengthened our community.

We thank Carol for her years of service, her countless hours of dedication, and her unwavering belief in the value of
Jeffersonds heritage. Her contributions wil!/ continue to |

With heartfelt appreciation,
The Jefferson Historical Society
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Minekill Falls 1905 by Newton
and Myra Dibble

. Bonnie Daly, Sue Tricario, Joyce
Barber and Barb Palmer at the
Spirit of Jefferson Art Show

Il en Heroeso
by Stephanie Ruquet .

How Civil War Jeffersonians met
their fate.

Churchill Farm
1 by John Polito

NATIONAL RE!
HISTORIC PL

Home school tour at
The OId Stone Fort
Stacey Flanagan with Clay Edmunds
demonstrated proper
gravestone cleaning
last September at the
Old Jefferson Cemetery.
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OThose Darn Catsd played s o me Qusltdisptay atthelMethadist Church

A favorite perch on Heritage Day for Gail Rentsch, Ed and Jaquie Atkins,
Werner Rentsch and Rich Bodnar. 5

Best pay heed to Miss Stone cleaning by Stacey Flanagan

Dailey!




JHS Class of 1908

Arthur Decker 1905

Eloise Wood 1908
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Far Right:

Class of 1914

Charles Shew, Sally
Copestake, Helen

Ruland

Benona Hubbell
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Thanks to Gail Rentsch

Gail Rentsch has been a dedicated and valued member of the Jefferson Historical Society for many years, serving on
the board alongside her husband, Werner, and giving generously of her time, energy, and leadership. She played a central
role in guiding the Societydasnfundrai sing efforts, chair
Committee and leading initiatives such as the Farm to Table dinner, annual
appeals, participation in the Mohawk Valley Gives campaign, and outreach
to local businesses in support of the Music & More series. Gail was also
instrumental in securing recognition for the Society through the Delaware
County Electric Cooperative.

Beyond fundraising, she was a driving force behind the joint efforts of
the Historical Society and the Town of Jefferson to enhance the Town Green,
helping to plan and implement the planting of new trees, filling gaps left by
aging ones, and organizing fertilization efforts to strengthen both young and

mature trees.
Galil served as the editor of our newsletter for several years. She gath-
ered the materials and formatted them for delivery to our members.
Her steady leadership, thoughtful guidance, and deep commitment enriched
every aspect of the Societyds work. Although Gail steppe
board this past fall, her impact continues to be felt, and we remain deeply
grateful for her many years of service and the lasting legacy she leaves be-
hind.

Collaboration between the Historical Society and the Town Historian

by Bonnie C. Dailey, Town Historian
Last February a young lady from Washington State contacted me. She was looking for information about her Grand-
parents and GreaiGrandparents, who once lived in Jefferson. She had never known them and wanted to learn more about
them. Only a week or two before, Kevin had published a photo of a page fromthe 1858 t el ephone direct ol
book page. Itlistedmydaddand t he vy o-@randfatHeraFerdiband Gdlfetto! When she told me their last name, an
image came to mind. | was about six or seven years old, and my dad had taken me with him to an inn here in Jefferson. Men
were sliding steel pucks down a long, smooth, sawdustvered table6t he game was oO0Tabl e Shuffl e
Gol f di o &8s known as George & Lilds, and today as the Mill/l
It turned out that Ferdinand had emigrat-
ed from lItaly to the U.S. in 1912. He and his wife
had five children, three boys and two girls. Many
of us remember the ads brothers Mario and Malio
faithfully published in the Jeffersonian Yearbook
everyyeadf or Mari ods jewelry store and
Amegliobds photography studio in Stamford.
We found a photo of the three Golfetto
boys in uniform during WW II, and Maliob6s grand-
daughter wrote: 0Gosh these ads and the phone
book page are fun to see. It is so wild and bitter-
sweet to me that you yourself knew some of my
family that | never got a chance to meet. | find
myself wondering, "What were they like1'earn-
ing more about them as people is fascinatintp
me . Thank you for all your help! o
It was the collaboration between Kevin
Berner at JHS and me as the Town Historian that
allowed us to help this young lady fill in some
gaps in her family history. She was thrilled to see
photos and learn something about her ancestors,
as well as the Town of Jefferson along the way!



